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Editorial

I would like to thank all of the club members who assisted with the Masham balloon meet without whose help it would have been even harder to create and run, especially my wife Nicola for the domestic side of things during the event.

We have learnt a number of lessons this year and have provisionally been offered by the brewery and the landowner the opportunity to do it again next year the same weekend in June.

We were only expecting to see half a dozen balloon teams so when 15 turned up to support the event it was quite amazing.

A large majority managed to see the area by entering the treasure hunt but thanks to Phil once more Nicola and I had the pleasure of a flight from Masham the previous Sunday evening.

I hope some of you had a go at the quiz page. The answers to the crossword can be found in this month’s copy of SCOOP. Thanks again to John Hartley for the crossword.

As can be seen from the modified front cover we finished June off with a weekend at the Doncaster balloon festival organised by Chris Oxby. This year the rain managed to stay on hold until Sunday night and was then accompanied by a fantastic lightning show. The wind did its best to try and stop us inflating the Maxwell House coffee jar during the afternoons but we managed to get it inflated for the crowds on both days.


Richard.
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Nick Abram, 19 Station Road, Banks, Southport, PR9 988
nick@19station.freesarve.co.uk

01704 212421

mobile: 07778 170886
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THE SECOND ANNUAL BALLOON / GLIDER FLIGHT SWAP MEET

September 23rd 24th & 25th 2005 At The Wolds Gliding Club


The Airfield Pocklington

Near York
East Yorkshire
O/S Map Ref No. SE 794 482
Saturday Night Barbecue + Glow Camping and Caravanning on site

All Pilots who have fully recovered and are foolhardy enough should contact: -


DRIFFIELD AIRFIELD HISTORY

One of the early airfields, this site was first used by ‘C’ flight of 33 squadron, Royal flying corps. It was never developed as an aerodrome until 1918. During April 1918,No 3 fighter school took up residence, but was only a cadet unit equipped with just an Avro 504 and a Bristol monoplane. There were no pupils and no instructors only Captain (later Lord) Balfour who was chief flying instructor and commanding officer.

Work continued on the airfield and it was officially opened as Eastburn aerodrome on 15th July 1918, as a training depot station. Construction work was still in progress and not completed until February 1919.

In February 1920 the airfield was reduced to care and maintenance and was dismantled some years later.

During the early 1930s the site was surveyed and found suitable to re-activate and work started at the end of 1935. The airfield was one of 14 listed on the 1935 war map for the North East, and was opened on 30th July 1936 as a bomber station. The grass airfield hangers and living quarters were not completed until early 1937.

In November 1938 the resident squadron began to re-equip with Armstrong Whitworth Whitley and it was with these aircraft they entered the Second World War. The first operation was of 4/5 September 1939 when 3 Whitley’s went to the Ruhr.

Driffield was becoming one of the most important bomber bases, and midday on 15th August 1949, the enemy, while attacking airfields in the south of England, detailed 50 Ju 88 to wipe out Driffield as a bomber base. 169 bombs were dropped, hangers and buildings were bombed or raked with cannon fire, 12 Whitley’s were destroyed and 13 R.A.F personnel were killed, causing the station to be non- operational for the rest of the year. The airfield re-opened in January 1941 and changed its role to a fighter base with Hurricanes. The base changed use again in April to a bomber base with Vancouver Squadron R.C.A.F with Wellingtons. Between January 1941 and December 1942 Driffield had many roles but it then became non-operational for paving of 3 concrete runways.

During April 1944 the airfield was equipped with Halifax B IIIs, which stayed for the duration of the European war. 466 Squadron R.A.A.F operated these Halifax’s.

After the end of the war, Driffield airfield had many units and carried out many tasks.

In August 1949 Meteor T7 aircraft arrived and Driffield became the R.A.F’s first jet flying training school. In June 1957 this was disbanded and in October became fighter weapons school until March 1958 when the airfield was once again returned to care and maintenance.

In October 1958 Driffield became headquarters for short missiles. Short missiles were transported to other sites by Douglas C-124 globemasters. In 1963 short units were disbanded and missiles returned to the United States.

Again the station returned to care and maintenance and the married quarters were used by R.A.F Leconfield. In January 1977 Driffield was renamed Alamein barracks and was taken over by the army school of mechanical transport, though the hangers are used as a grain store

All information above is from the book Action Station No 4 by Bruce Barrymore Halfpenny.

The following story comes from Ces Mowthorpe who wrote in “Around the Wolds and North Yorkshire”

It seems around 1919 instructors used to meet up in the Bell Hotel on a Saturday night. A senior instructor, believed to be Australian or Canadian, undertook a wager to fly the length of Middle Street the following Sunday morning at 10 o’clock in his SE.5, bouncing his wheels on the roadway. Watched by his companions, this was accomplished. No mean feat, considering that there were streetlights suspended at intervals. The following Saturday night in the Bell this instructor was ridiculed by several compatriots who had not been present. He immediately offered to repeat the flight for a further wager. However, as he had flown down Middle Street, he offered to fly beneath Driffield railway station, weather conditions being suitable, the next morning at 9 o’clock and bets were taken.

At 9 o’clock a dozen flying instructors gathered at the crossing gate on the West of the station. The approach from this western end was between a large house on one side and warehouses on the other. Immediately before the station was a signal box and a two signal gantry. On time the SE.5 came into view down just above the railway lines. Roaring past the group, the plane sped through the station and out the eastern end. The bet was won. Then in a steep banking turn, the SE-5 returned again, this time flying through from the eastern end. As he passed his pals, the pilot gave a quick wave. It was the last thing he did. Pulling up, his wing struck the signal gantry; plane and pilot smashed into the grounds of the large house.

Today these two instances of low flying would have had vast newspaper and television coverage; not in 1919. Just for the record the SE.5 had a wingspan of 26’7” and was extremely manoverable. And on a Sunday morning the streets and station were virtually deserted.                                             DAVE ALLUM.

Ballooning Crossword answers
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SCOOP Photo Gallery   
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Ed with new Cameron special shape                          Oh whoops! No envelope                          What a balloon flyer might have seen at 

a.k.a Cameron of Allendale. Note micro-ultra              Graham.                                                   Masham. Thornborough Tumulus.

Basket.
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Hello Doncaster.                  Terry contemplating!!                                    Pie eyed with Lambrini!!!!                            Terry Marsden’s

Lined up but slightly high.     What the flight might have been like.                                                                           G-BNZK out of the bag.
Doncaster Meet review

With the 2005 flying season being continually hampered by the strong winds and rain Doncaster looked like a chance not to be missed with a quite good weather forecast for the weekend with the slight chance of a thunderstorm in the evening, quite tropical with 80 degrees being forecast.

For those like me who didn’t go to the Doncaster meet last year the event was held on an area between the racecourse and the houses called the “sandal beat”. Our camp was with the showmen from the fairground in a tightly packed corner.

Friday night produced the usual amount of enthusiasm to fly with only 3 balloons deciding to take to the air. These 3 drifted off towards the recently opened Doncaster Robin Hood airport with only one balloon passing over the airport the other 2 decided to land before or elsewhere.

Saturday morning came around and yes this time the tent wasn’t flapping in the wind or rain wasn’t dropping on the material so it was up and out to the launch field.

The wind had changed to a direction of North west of Doncaster. I managed a flight with John Russon “thanks John”. We drifted over the built up areas of the town just around 7am in the morning, which encouraged people to rush out of bed and wave from their gardens.

Once out of the built up areas a few landing sites came up but we just managed to miss them with a bit of side wind just at the wrong moment but eventually a reasonable looking field came to view just over a hedge and down we came.

Tethering was next on the ballooning agenda with intent on showing the crowds some balloons. First out of the bag was the BPGs Maxwell House coffee jar and from the front cover you can see it was successfully inflated and tethered for the crowds, its cylindrical shape helped it defy the strengthening wind. Next up was a balloon that I last saw at Castle Howard in 1996 the black skull and cross bone marked G-BMAD still looking in good shape and nice and black.

A few more envelopes were dragged out but the wind had its way and finished off inflations for the day thus the glow was a burners only event.

Sunday morning and it was good again so off we went again this time I was on retrieve with map in hand. The first obstacle was to get through the massing car booters. By then the balloon had got away numerous sign posts were missing, bent around the wrong way and when we found the balloon it was luckily on our side of a closed level crossing.

With the thoughts of having to pack up and drive up the A1 we decided to stay over until the Monday so once again we dragged out the coffee jar in the afternoon and Chris’s small balloon to entertain the crowds.

The festival was over so we were just left to cook our evening meal that we finished minutes before the start of the lightning show. We had a front row seat in the car with music and bottles of beer. At the same time the showmen worked through the deluge to dismantle the rides and dispatch them to their next events.

The balloons. Notes from the crown line might not be 100% right.

Friday evening flyers G-TANK, LEGO, BXDZ.

Saturday morning G-RAYO, BJSW, STOK, BUDK, BXDZ, LEGO, TANK, BRTV, BSXM.

Tethers G-BVBJ Coffee jar, G-BMAD, BLGX, BSXM.Others about on the field G-BOYY. BNMI in the bag, KTKT passer by.

Sunday morning G-STOK, TANK, BRTV, LEGO, BUDK, RAYO.

Tether G-BVBJ, BSXM.
                                                                                                                                                           Richard Bowater
MASHAM 4-5 JUNE 2005

BAA-BAA BLACK SHEEP MEETS SLEEPY HEAD

We arrived at the tented village on the site of Masham’s steam fair, as I thought, early on Friday evening  mais voila! Nearly everyone’s already here: - doesn’t anyone work on Friday afternoon anymore? Richard and Nicola have been here since the crack of dawn seeing to water and forage and mucking out the sheep-pen, sorry, toilet block-serious thanks to Nicola; this could become the subject for a reality TV show! Baa-Baa.

  Nobody’s flying so just time to put up the tent, before assisting on a couple of C of A’s, then off to the local cricket club for eats. Once again Nicola has excelled on the catering and the humble jacket potato has become a three-course meal .A bit of a hand with the washing up and “ to bed to bed said Sleepy Head”

Saturday dawn’s breezy but after sending off two met. balloons and long deliberations, two teams decide to give it a whirl. Inflation fans are surplus to requirement as the gusts get stronger and when one 4x4 joins in a running inflation it’s time to call it a day. Baa-Baa. Sleepy Head gets another two hours of shuteye. Late morning and we’re off on the Treasure Hunt, superb countryside with some devious clues (every treasure hunt should have at least one, it fuels the arguments later) ending at a place described as a beautiful Australian bird’s home. We could have spent weeks looking for the Elle McPherson Inn if we hadn’t come across the Black Swan great fun. The most devious clue had us all over the village of Theakston trying to locate its vanished roadside nameplate! Apparently Mr.Theakston liked his privacy and if you own the place you can do as you damn well please, if you’ve drunk enough Theakston’s you probably don’t know where you are anyway. Ed and Laura Jane discovered that the sign is in “John’s garage” so all you have to do next time is find out who the hell John is!

Saturday evening’s slot was also blown out so most folk settled round a BBQ, Phil and Richard had won Scrap Heap Challenge and manufactured a portable giant brazier which doubled as a friendly hand/bum warmer when the food was gone. The dying embers found us struggling to recall the lyrics of “Ernie the fastest milkman in the west”…must have been one of those evenings ‘cos I heard another team singing “The wheels on the bus”…  your secret’s safe with me!

Sunday morn and the rebel flags, streamers and Tibetan prayer flags are less active, maybe there’s a chance but smack on cue, as we head for the briefing, down comes the rain. .Baa…Sleepy Head wins again, but not for too long. The queue for C of A’s has been growing all weekend and when the rain relents we're treated to a breakfast of Vino and Pies as Steven Greenroyd and Steve Hollingsworth

hop their balloons across the launch field a big smile now on Richards’s face as he has winners for his prizes.   

Treasure Hunt prize went to Ed and Laura Jane slip him a fiver to find out where “John” lives.

Longest Flight went to Steve Hollingsworth…the whole 9 yards

Nearest Landing to the next meet (Thirsk) went to Steven Greenroyd 10 yards closer than Mr.H

We all raised a big hand for Richard and Nicola, without their hard work there wouldn’t have been a meet. Let’s hope we can do it again with some flying as a bonus.   

Roger Rabbit.

Congratulations!

May we all congratulate Martin Axtell for successfully completing his check out flight at the recent Doncaster meet.

Balloons over Barlick Friday 26th - Monday 29th August 2005

Victory Park, Barnoldswick Sheet 103 / 877474 Maps: 103; 104; 98

Entry form at http://nwbac.johnhartley.co.uk/forms/barlick.asp or send to Nick Abram, 19 Station Road, Banks, Southport, PR9 9BB
Further details from johnh@johnhartley.co.uk 07973 439773


Free camping, welcome meal Friday, Pilots Party and BBQ Sat Evening in the marquee. Free gas (for Fri/Sat/Sun only) for balloons participating in mass take-offs or Night Glow Free passes to local leisure centre. Possibility of free passes to Colne Blues Festival. Sports Club facilities (except Sat eve.) or Portakabin loo block (24 hr)

This year the event will be free of charge to the Public so more people are expected to attend.

Flying
Mass take-offs from the park - Sat Evening
Free flying - from the park Friday eve; Sat., Sun. and Mon mornings and from off-site field Sun. evening.
Night Glow Saturday Evening
No afternoon tethering this year but a couple of balloons will tether on Saturday between evening mass take-off and Night Glow for the benefit of the crowd.


Other Activities
On the field: –Continental market, Fairground, big flag wavers (I'm sure there's a better name for this!)
Possibly trapeze artists as well. In town: – Continental market on the other days when not on the field
In nearby Colne - the famous Colne Blues Festival Leisure Centre with Pool (complimentary tickets)


And we are also looking to do a Treasure Hunt - after the success of Richard's in Masham.
So that should tire everyone out nicely!
Let me know if you need anything else. Entered balloons will be circulated with finer detail later - such as briefing times, etc.                                                                                                                                                       Cheers John

Cut here.
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	Please complete and return to:

Malcolm Skilbeck

53 Fossway,

Stamford Bridge,

YORK

YO4 1DS

Tel: 01759 371057

Mobile: 07813591449
	

	
	
	


PRBA AND THE WOLDS GLIDING CLUB

SWAP MEET

23rd-25TH SEPTEMBER 2005

Booking Form for Pilots

Name/Names:

Address:

Postcode:

Phone   Home:
                                Mobile:

Email:

If you are a pilot please fill in this section.

Balloon Details:  Manufacturer:

Size/Type:

Artwork/Colour:

Insurance Details – 

Company: 
 

Insured Amount:

Entry Fee:      £10 per balloon

Total:

Cheques Payable to PRBA to be sent to Malcolm Skilbeck

To assist in planning catering/refreshments for briefings etc please give total number in group i.e. Pilot + Crew:
PLEASE submit a form if you are going to attend this meet and are not included in the numbers on a pilots booking form.
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	Please complete and return to:

Terry Marsden

Sheila’s Cottage, 

Caister Road,

LIMBER, DN37 8LL.

Tel: 01652 688356
Mobile: 07778 843540
Email: terry@humberair.co.uk
	

	
	
	


DRIFFIELD STEAM FAIR 

12TH-14TH AUGUST 2005

Booking Form for Pilots

Name/Names:

Address:

Postcode:

Phone   Home:
                                Mobile:

Email:

If you are a pilot please fill in this section.

Balloon Details:  Manufacturer:

Size/Type:

Artwork/Colour:

Insurance Details – 

Company: 
 

Insured Amount:

Entry Fee:      £10 per balloon

Total:

Cheques Payable to PRBA to be sent to Terry Marsden

To assist in planning catering/refreshments for briefings etc please give total number in group i.e. Pilot + Crew:
PLEASE submit a form if you are going to attend this meet and are not included in the numbers on a pilots booking form.

Bits and Pieces continued.





Driffield steam fair.





The Driffield show ground is located just off the A614 in East Yorkshire. Access to the site is through the Main exhibitors’ gate, which is beside the Rugby club. From there you will be directed to the caravan steward who will supply you with a visiband (that you have to wear at all times) and direct you to the allocated caravan/balloon area.





Camping: will be available on site from the Wednesday 2pm until midday Monday. This will be provided for us by the East Riding Engine Club. Or accommodation contact Bridlington tourist information office on 01262 673474.





Briefings: provisionally 06.00 18.00 Saturday and 06.00 on Sunday at the caravan site. With launching from the main ring. Any other times the overspill car park can be used.


A nightglow in the main arena will also be arranged for the crowds on the Saturday night with as many balloons as possible. 





Gas will be subsidised.





Insurance: The organisers of the Steam Rally will require insurance documental proof. 





Maps: 100,101,105,106 & 107. This year the first 10 pilots who book in will receive a free centred map. 





Local Area flying Activity: SAR Helicopters based at RAF Leconfield. 369.65. Police helicopter Leven airfield 123.05. Humberside airport 119.120.





Entertainment: Free entrance to the Steam rally on 14th/15th, which includes steam engines, vintage tractors, organs etc. Auction sale Saturday morning Saturday evening road run through Driffield at 18.00, craft marquee, model exhibition. Please see the meet entry form at the rear of SCOOP





Ampleforth College model balloon meet (and PRBA fly out).





Model ballooning event running 2nd to 4th of September�Pennine Region fly out Sunday 4th of September Briefing Saturday 6.00 am�There are a limited numbers of slots available with priority going to pilots with models so please�Contact Andy Marshall on 0151 2019709 Or Rita Marshall on 0113 2610661�Bring your own gas - as there will be none available on site.











Events nearby





Castle Howard Arboretum.





Sunday 24th July. Details in bits and pieces





Barnoldswick





August 26th to 29th see page 8





Ampleforth College model balloon meet


And PRBA fly out.





September 2nd / 4th See bits and pieces





BBAC 40th anniversary fly out





Saturday 24 September 'Icicle' type fly-out at Warren Farm. Latest info in Chairman’s bit.

















Bits and Pieces





Thirsk: everything seems set for this event if you need any extra information please contact Phil Traviss or otherwise see the details in the last edition of SCOOP.





Castle Howard Arboretum


As in previous years for those who have been before Pilots and their crews are invited to a play in the Arboretum which starts about 6pm, You are invited to arrive earlier if you like and some balloons may tether before the play. After the play, around 8pm, Pilots are invited at their discretion to free fly from the arboretum. Wine will be provided for the landowner as a thank-you if you fly. Entry to the play, normally £10 is free for your entire crew, but please could you give me numbers this year and I will send you tickets so people not genuinely connected to the balloons don't try to freeload! You will need to carry a suitable insurance policy for your balloon and are required to have all licences and documentation up to date as per usual. Please could those interested or have any further questions please contact, John Till. Tel 01653 618294  email, � HYPERLINK "mailto:johnftill@hotmail.com" �johnftill@hotmail.com� Please let me know if you would like to come ASAP and let me have your name and address so I can get a pass for the arboretum organised for you. New pilots / crews welcome but we will be limited to around 8/9 balloons though. Maps, sheet 100 will usually suffice though the Scarborough and York maps possibly may be needed too. No entry fee. If you want to make a weekend of it, Fly, Camp, B&B etc, give me a ring and I will see what I can organise for you.                                                                                   John Till
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Pilot and crew training.





Our new training officer Paul Wade and Terry Marsden would like to try and put together a couple of training courses to train pilots and crew from the PRBA and possible others by request.





The training would provisionally be:





A fire-training course at Leeds Bradford airport including hands on fire fighting.


A first aid course also to be held somewhere in the Leeds area.


And a Radio licence course, which may take a few trips to complete.


If you are interested and would like to attend please contact Paul or Terry so that numbers can be taken to see if it is possible to run the courses.
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Pennine Region Balloon Association


And The Wolds Gliding Club





Chairman’s Message


I know not everyone who reads SCOOP is a member of the BBAC, but I thought I would just give a little reminder of what a good Magazine they produce "Aerostat". I thoroughly enjoyed the last issue, and there's another along every 2 months. There were many exciting pictures and engrossing articles, including the cross-channel flight and our own John Till's farming column amongst others.





The BBAC is 40 years old, and are planning an event to commemorate this. Here's the latest on this from: Update from the Dante Group (abridged): The BBAC has arranged for a 40th Anniversary Meet to be held on Saturday 24th September 2005, to be called the Harvest Moon Meet. It is a one-day-only event, to be organised by the Dante Balloon Group, the team that brings you the Icicle Meet. It will be held at the Icicle venue, Warren Farm, Savernake.


All BBAC members are welcome, and the aim is to make it an Icicle-style meet, with no sponsors or commercial pressures to fly, some light-hearted competition with a few prizes (run under Tasker rules of course!), and whatever the weather the promise of a good social gathering. Entries will be by advance booking only, with an entry fee of £15. 


More information will be available soon, and details of a dedicated website will be circulated. We hope there will be links from the BBAC and Zebedee sites.





Finally, Chris Oxby has a deal for you: A complete 77 bottom end and Trailer for sale. Complete ready to fly package (all you need is an envelope!) £5,000 or will split. Please email him for full details and pictures at yoyo@oxby.com.





See you at the next meet, Phil.





YES - Despite Last Years Gentle Landings and the Manure Heaps


THEY ARE LETTING US


DO IT AGAIN





Malc Skilbeck 53 Fossway, Stamford Bridge, York. YO41 1DS Tel  01759 371057 / 


Mob 07813591449 / Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:mattthedog@compuserve.com" ��mattthedog@compuserve.com�. Entry for at rear of SCOOP.








PRBA Events list 2005





Thirsk Festival balloon meet.





Friday 8th / Sunday 10th July. See bits and pieces.





Driffield steam fair.





Friday 12th / Sunday 14th Aug. See bits and pieces





Pocklington balloon / glider swap. 





Friday 23rd / Sunday 25th /September.





Humber Bridge meet





12th / 13th November. Details to follow.





Brass Monkey





Thursday 29th / Friday 30th December Hopefully Don Cameron will be fit to come this year more details to follow. The Kimberly hotel has been booked again in Harrogate.





Membership Secretary.





At the rear of this SCOOP is a current list of PRBA members if you can see any faults in your details please contact Rita.





































































































Welcome to new members.


We have a few more new members





Mr + Mrs Duncan Lambert


Mr Martin Axtell





And welcome back





Mr + Mrs Steve Hollingsworth


Mr + Mrs Alexander Smith.








�





Down


1. Royal lineage (5,4) [crownrope]


2. Just a touch, no ice (5,3,4)[splashanddash]


3. Jump up to this exclusive association (4,4,4) [fivemilehigh]


4. Relief after refuelling (3) [pop]


5. Partly uttered adds to detail above us (8) [altitude]


6. Well connected (4) [rego]


11. Would gin set as in one direction? (8) [eastings]


12. Rego makes bloody mess (4) [gore]


17. I see, arrow's feathers are 12 inches (3) [vfr]


19. Constant leads auction item to whale (5) [pilot]


21. Contains nothing but politician (5) [empty]


23. See nothing in this (3) [fog]








Across


7. Could be sunny for a time (6) [period]


8. Chocolate bubbles up (4) [aero]


9. A short stroke, learner (3) [put]


10. Consider earth we might prefer to be on! (7) [weather]


12. Shall we or shalln't we? (2) [go]


13. Mother plots but not with father entirely (3)[map]


14. A mix up with the passive infra red bring us down(3)[rip]


15. Leading country fair passes, let's go! (4) [cofa]


16. Rescue trip in evening (8) [retrieve]


18. Go, reversing gravity (2) [up]


20. Rego makes bloody mess (4) [gore]


22. Lives go by with warm feelings, not I! (6) [gloves]


23. Firmly on the ground, crew (4) [feet]


24. Initially to examine serious training (4) [test]


25. In a Nebuchadnezzar, if you're lucky! (9) [champagne]
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